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PER CURIAM.

Raymond Eugene Kelsey appeals the sentence imposed by the district court  after1

he pleaded guilty to two counts of interstate transportation of a stolen aircraft, in

violation of 18 U.S.C. §§ 2312 and 2; one count of conspiring to transport a stolen

aircraft in interstate and foreign commerce, in violation of 18 U.S.C. §§ 371, 553(a)(1),

2312, and 2313(a); two counts of money laundering, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1956;

one count of conspiracy to commit money laundering, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1956;
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one count of being a felon in possession of a firearm, in violation of 18 U.S.C.

§§ 922(g)(1) and 924(a)(2); and one count of aiding and abetting murder for hire, in

violation of 18 U.S.C. §§ 1958 and 2. 

Kelsey&s presentence report indicated a Guidelines sentencing range of 360

months to life.  At sentencing, the government moved for a downward departure under

U.S. Sentencing Guidelines Manual § 5K1.1, p.s. (1997).  Noting the severity of the

offense conduct, the district court stated that the starting point was 50 years.  The court

then departed downward by fifty percent and sentenced Kelsey to 25 years’

imprisonment and five years’ supervised release, observing that anything less would be

inappropriate given Kelsey&s extensive criminal conduct.  

On appeal, Kelsey contends that the district court erred by relying on his criminal

conduct to limit the extent of the substantial-assistance departure, because the court had

already considered this conduct to establish the point from which to depart, i.e., 50

years.  Although Kelsey argues that he is challenging the process the district court used

to depart, we conclude that he is attempting to challenge the extent of the court&s
downward departure, which is unreviewable.  See United States v. McCarthy, 97 F.3d

1562, 1577 (8th Cir. 1996), cert. denied, 117 S. Ct. 1011, and cert. denied, 117 S. Ct.

1284 (1997); United States v. Dutcher, 8 F.3d 11, 12 (8th Cir. 1993).

The judgment is affirmed.
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