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United States of Anerica,
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Before McM LLI AN, FAGG and LCKEN, G rcuit Judges.

PER CURI AM

I ra Anthony Johnson appeal s his weapons-rel ated convictions
and guidelines sentence. Johnson’s challenge to the
constitutionality of the 18 U S C 8 922(g)(1) weapons charges
based on Lopez v. United States, 115 S. C. 1624 (1995), is
forecl osed by our recent decisions. See United States v. Bates, 77
F.3d 1101, 1103-04 (8th Gr.), cert. denied, 117 S. . 215 (1996);
United States v. Shelton, 66 F.3d 991, 992 (8th Cr. 1995) (per
curian), cert. denied, 116 S. C. 1364 (1996). Also, the district
court correctly concluded that in the absence of a notion by the

Government for a downward departure it could not sentence Johnson
to less than the mnimnumfifteen-year term mandated by 18 U S.C. 8§
924(e)(1). See United States v. Rudol ph, 970 F.2d 467, 470 (8th
Cir. 1992), cert. denied, 506 U S 1069 (1993). W thus affirm
Johnson’ s convictions and sentence. See 8th Cr. R 47B.
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