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Before MCMLLIAN and M ARNOLD, Gircuit Judges, and BOGUE, "
Di strict Judge.

PER CURI AM

Ri chard Lee Sanders (Sanders) was convicted of first degree
mur der, but the M ssouri Court of Appeals reversed this conviction.
On retrial, Sanders was again convicted and sentenced to life
i mprisonnment w thout parole. The M ssouri Court of Appeals
affirmed both his conviction and the denial of post-conviction
relief.

In his petition for federal habeas corpus relief, Sanders
all eged he was denied his right to a fair trial, as well as his
right to confront a wtness against him He also alleged
i neffective assistance of trial counsel. The district court denied

*The HONORABLE ANDREW W BOGUE, United States District
Judge for the District of South Dakota, sitting by
desi gnat i on.



relief, concluding that the unavailability of a witness at trial
did not deprive Sanders of his confrontation rights and that his
right to a fair trial was not abridged. The court further
concluded that trial counsel's performance was not deficient.

On appeal, Sanders chall enges only the confrontation and fair
trial rights concl usions.

Havi ng searched the record and considered the parties briefs
we find no nmerit in Sanders' contentions, and we affirm on the
basis of the district court's well-reasoned opinion. See 8th Gr
R 47B.
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