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PER CURI AM

Lee A Qualley, an enployee of the Mnnesota State Autonobile
Association (MsAA), applied for long-termdisability benefits under MSAA' s
i nsurance plan, the Mnnesota State Autonpbile Association Long Term
Disability Plan. UNUM Life | nsurance Conpany of Anerica provides a group
|l ong-term disability insurance policy to MSAA enpl oyees. UNUM deni ed
Qual l ey's request for long-termdisability benefits because UNUM deci ded
Qualley is not totally disabled and thus does not qualify for long-term
benefits under the policy. After the denial, Qualley brought this | awsuit
for long-term disability benefits under the Enployee Retirement |ncone
Security Act, 29 U.S.C. 88 1001-1461 (1994) (ERISA). The district court
decided Qualley is not totally disabled within the policy's neani ng because
she can "performeach of the material duties of sone



gai nful occupations for which she is reasonably fitted by training,
education or experience." The district court considered Qualley's pain,
the restrictions identified by several examning doctors, MAA s
wi I lingness to accommpdat e the reconmended restrictions, and the concl usion
by an overwhelning majority of doctors that Qualley has the capacity to
performjobs for which she is qualified. Review ng the denial of benefits
de novo, Firestone Tire & Rubber Co. v. Bruch, 489 U S 101, 115 (1989),
we concl ude the denial was proper because Qualley is not totally disabl ed.
Thus, we affirmthe district court. See 8h Cr. R 47B.
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