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PER CURI AM

Donal d Ray Lawr ence appeals fromthe District Court! decision denying
his petition for a wit of habeas corpus under 28 U S.C. § 2254 (1994).
W affirm

Lawr ence was convicted of first degree nurder in a bench trial and
he was sentenced to life in prison. After exhausting his state renedi es,
he filed a § 2254 petition in the District Court. As
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grounds for habeas relief, he clains that his trial counsel was
ineffective; his waiver of a jury trial was not knowing, intelligent, and
voluntary; and the recusal of the original trial judge at the prosecutor's
request resulted in a violation of his constitutional rights to due process
and a fair trial

The District Court denied Lawence's petition, holding that his
clains either were procedurally defaulted or did not rise to the level of
constitutional violations. W agree. As no error of |aw appears and an
opinion fromthis Court would have no precedential value, we affirmon the
basis of the District Court's opinion. See 8h Cr. R 47B
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