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PER CURIAM.

In this diversity action, Jerry Mitchell appeals from four of the district court’s1

orders granting summary judgment in favor of, as relevant to this appeal, H. Lewis
Wiley, Kathleen Wilson, Canyon City Realty Co. (“Canyon City”), Midwest
Commercial Properties (“Midwest”), and the partners in the accounting firm Baird,
Kurtz & Dobson (“BKD Partners”).  We affirm.
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I.

Our standard of review is de novo, and we consider the facts in the light most
favorable to Mitchell, the non-moving party.  See Hughes v. Wheeler, 364 F.3d 920,
921 (8th Cir. 2004).  This appeal arises out of a settlement agreement entered into
between Mitchell and Wiley in April of 1995, relating to 600 acres of property near
Branson, Missouri, which Wiley and Wilson allegedly conspired to divest Mitchell
of by fraud.  Two versions of the settlement agreement exist, but under either version
Mitchell agreed to release all claims he had against Wiley, Canyon City, Midwest, the
BKD Partners, and others in return for payments and other consideration.  Both
versions of the agreement contain a confidentiality provision, but before signing the
agreement, Wiley disclosed the terms to Wilson.

Wiley made the payments required by the agreement, but prior to his making
the final payment, Wilson obtained a prejudgment writ of attachment on a portion of
the payment.  Mitchell learned of the writ of attachment on May 30, 1997, and also
learned that Roark Properties, Inc. (“Roark”) would be paying the balance of the final
payment pursuant to a separate agreement with Wiley.  On June 2, 1997, Mitchell
threatened to proceed with his original causes of action if Wiley did not pay the full
amount of the final payment.  

Mitchell received a check from Roark on June 2, 1997, for the balance of the
final payment, and another check around June 5, 1997, for the final interest payment
due under the settlement agreement.  Mitchell subsequently requested that Roark
issue him one check in place of the two he had received and omit the “Paid in Full”
designation that had appeared on the checks.  Roark complied with Mitchell’s request
and sent him one check on June 17, 1997.  Mitchell endorsed and deposited this
check on June 20, 1997.
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On June 11, 1997, Wiley filed a declaratory judgment action seeking to have
the court declare that he had fully performed his obligations under the terms of the
settlement agreement.  Mitchell filed a counterclaim and third-party complaint against
Wiley and numerous other defendants, claiming he was entitled to rescind the
settlement agreement and asserting claims of, inter alia, fraud, professional
negligence, and negligent misrepresentation.  Many of Mitchell’s claims were ones
that had been released in the settlement agreement.  The district court either dismissed
or granted summary judgment in favor of all the defendants in a series of orders. 

II.

Mitchell’s first argument on appeal relates to the district court’s ruling that
Mitchell was estopped from pursuing the claims he had released in the settlement
agreement because he had waived any right to rescind the agreement and failed to
comply with the general rules regarding rescission.  We find no error in the district
court’s ruling. 

A person may waive the right to rescind a contract by manifesting an intent to
affirm it or acting in a manner inconsistent with rescission or disaffirmance.  See
Silver Dollar City, Inc. v. Kitsmiller Constr. Co., 931 S.W.2d 909, 916-17 (Mo. Ct.
App. 1996).  Mitchell knew the facts which formed the basis of his right to rescind
the settlement agreement before he received the final payment from Roark.
Nonetheless, he negotiated with Roark to have a single check reissued for the final
payment and accepted the final payment from Roark by endorsing and depositing the
check.  We agree with the district court that Mitchell’s actions were inconsistent with
an intent to rescind or disaffirm the settlement agreement and amounted to a waiver
of his right to rescind.  See id.  Mitchell does not challenge this portion of the district
court’s ruling, and we affirm on this basis.  As a result, we need not address
Mitchell’s other arguments that he was excused from complying with the general
rules regarding rescission. 
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Mitchell next argues the district court erred in granting summary judgment on
his claims of fraud and constructive fraud in connection with three promissory notes
executed in favor of Wilson.  The district court concluded Mitchell did not plead the
claims with the requisite particularity.  See Fed. R. Civ. P. 9(b).  We again find no
error in the district court’s ruling.  

To meet the requirements of Rule 9(b), a pleading must include “such matters
as the time, place and contents of false representations, as well as the identity of the
person making the misrepresentation and what was obtained or given up thereby.”
Bennett v. Berg, 685 F.2d 1053, 1062 (8th Cir. 1982).  “[C]onclusory allegations that
a defendant’s conduct was fraudulent and deceptive are not sufficient to satisfy the
rule.”  Commercial Prop. Invs., Inc. v. Quality Inn Int’l, Inc., 61 F.3d 639, 644 (8th
Cir. 1995).  We agree with the district court that the allegations in Mitchell’s Third
Amended Counterclaim and Third-Party Complaint fail to fulfill the requirements of
Rule 9(b).  Rather than setting forth the specific circumstances constituting fraud,
Mitchell makes only vague allegations that fail to specify what representations were
made to him, who made the representations, and when and where the representations
were made.  Mitchell had several opportunities to amend his pleadings to meet the
requirements of Rule 9(b), but he failed to take advantage of them and merely
continued to repeat the same allegations in each of his amended counterclaims and
third-party complaints.  The district court thus correctly granted summary judgment
in favor of the defendants on Mitchell’s fraud and constructive fraud claims.

Mitchell’s final argument on appeal challenges the district court’s award of
attorneys’ fees to Wiley, Canyon City, and Midwest pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P.
54(d)(2).  Rule 54(d)(2)(A) states that “[c]laims for attorneys’ fees and related
nontaxable expenses shall be made by motion unless the substantive law governing
the action provides for the recovery of such fees as an element of damages to be
proved at trial.”  Mitchell argues Rule 54(d)(2) does not apply because the attorneys’
fees in this case were sought pursuant to a provision in the settlement agreement and,
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as a result, were an element of damages to be proved at trial.  Because this issue
involves the interpretation of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, our review is de
novo.  See Ind. Lumbermens Mut. Ins. Co. v. Timberland Pallet & Lumber Co., 195
F.3d 368, 374 (8th Cir. 1999).

To support his argument, Mitchell relies on an Advisory Committee Note to
Rule 54(d)(2)(A), which states that the rule is not applicable to attorneys’ fees
recoverable as an element of damages, such as those sought under the terms of a
contract, and a few decisions from outside this circuit, most of them unpublished,
which generally stand for the proposition that attorneys’ fees recoverable pursuant to
the terms of a contract are governed by the substantive law and fall outside the
parameters of Rule 54(d)(2)(A).  See Clarke v. Mindis Metals, Inc., 99 F.3d 1138
(table), No. 95-5517, 1996 WL 616677 (6th Cir. Oct. 24, 1996) (unpublished);
Caremark Inc. v. Coram Healthcare Corp., 924 F.Supp. 891, 892 (N.D. Ill. 1996)
(holding that the court was without jurisdiction under Rule 54(d)(2) to award
attorneys’ fees under a contract where the request for attorneys’ fees was made by
motion and had not been sought in the pleadings).  We are not persuaded by
Mitchell’s authorities.  Instead, we conclude the district court correctly relied on
Rissman v. Rissman, 229 F.3d 586 (7th Cir. 2000), in awarding attorneys’ fees to
Wiley, Canyon City, and Midwest.

In Rissman, the prevailing defendants sought an award of attorneys’ fees under
a contractual provision entitling a prevailing party to reasonable costs and attorneys’
fees.  Id. at 587.  The district court declined to award attorneys’ fees based, in part,
on its belief that it had no “jurisdiction” to award them because the defendants failed
to seek the fees in a counterclaim.  Id.  The Seventh Circuit reversed, concluding that
under Rule 54(d)(2)(A), “a party seeking legal fees among the items of damages[,] for
example, fees that were incurred by the plaintiff before the litigation begins,” must
raise its claim before trial, i.e., in a pleading.  Id. at 588.  However “[f]ees for work
done during the case should be sought after decision, when the prevailing party has
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been identified and it is possible to quantify the award.”  Id.; see also Capital Asset
Research Corp. v. Finnegan, 216 F.3d 1268, 1270-71 (11th Cir. 2000).  

In the instant case, we do not believe attorneys’ fees were an item of damages
to be proved at trial.  Rather, under either version of the settlement agreement, the
prevailing party in any dispute or controversy arising out of the agreement was
entitled to recover reasonable attorneys’ fees.  As a result, an award of attorneys’ fees
was an issue to be decided at the conclusion of the action when the prevailing party
had been identified.  See E. Trading Co. v. Refco, Inc., 229 F.3d 617, 626-27 (7th Cir.
2000).  Although this circuit has not spoken directly on this issue, we have upheld
attorneys’ fees sought at the conclusion of a trial and awarded on the basis of Rule
54(d) and a contractual provision allowing a prevailing party to recover reasonable
attorneys’ fees.  See Computrol, Inc. v. Newtrend, L.P., 203 F.3d 1064, 1071-72 (8th
Cir. 2000).  We therefore conclude the district court correctly considered and granted
the Rule 54(d)(2)(A) motion for attorneys’ fees in this case.  We reject Mitchell’s
other arguments in this regard.

III.

The judgment of the district court is affirmed.
______________________________


