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PER CURIAM.

Timothy Eckerson is serving a ten-year sentence for federal drug trafficking
offenses. In November 2000, he was transferred to the Federal Medical Center at
Rochester, Minnesota (FMCR), for psychiatric evaluation after he exhibited gross
psychological deterioration, threatened other inmates, and was physically aggressive
toward staff at the Federal Correctional Institutein Elkton, Illinois. FMCR staff have
concluded that Eckerson suffers from undifferentiated schizophreniaand is need of
treatment for this mental disease. Eckerson deniesthat heismentally ill and refuses
to betreated voluntarily. Inthissituation, the government may file amotion to have



the inmate committed to the Attorney General for hospitalization, and the district
court shall grant the motion if, after ahearing, “the court finds by a preponderance of
the evidence that the personis presently suffering from amental disease or defect for
the treatment of which he is in need of custody for care or treatment in a suitable
facility.” 18 U.S.C. § 4245(d). The government filed that motion, the district court*
granted the motion after an evidentiary hearing, and Eckerson appeals. We affirm.

FMCR Staff Psychiatrist Christine Sigurdson and Mr. Eckerson testified at the
evidentiary hearing. The hearing record reflects that, at FMCR, Eckerson was
initially detained in the Special Housing Unit and then released to an open unit. On
March 21, 2001, he made a comment construed as encouraging another inmate not
to take his medication, threatened the officer who intervened, and then had to be
taken to the Special Housing Unit by force. Based upon the hearing testimony and
Dr. Sigurdson’s lengthy Psychiatric Evaluation report dated April 12, 2001, and
applying thelegal standard for determining whether aninmateisin need of treatment
adopted in United States v. Horne, 955 F. Supp. 1141, 1147 (D. Minn. 1997)
(treatment must be needed for more than merely the unwilling inmate’ s benefit), the
district court found that Eckerson suffers from a mental disease or defect and isin
need of treatment because he “will pose adanger to staff, other inmates, and himself,
iIf hismental illnessisleft untreated.”

On appeal, Eckerson acceptsthelegal standard applied by thedistrict court but
argues that the court’ sfinding that heisin need of treatment was clearly erroneous.
After careful review of the hearing transcript and the documentary evidence, we
conclude the district court did not clearly err. Accordingly, we affirm the district
court’ s Order dated September 10, 2001, that Timothy Eckerson be committed to the

'The HONORABLE DAVID S. DOTY, United States District Judge for the
District of Minnesota, who adopted the report and recommendation of thelate JOHN
M. MASON, United States Magistrate Judge for the District of Minnesota.
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custody of the Attorney General under 18 U.S.C. § 4245 and hospitalized at FMCR
for observation and treatment.

A true copy.
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